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About the
College

The present college
building was constructed
between 1915 and 1920 and
designed by the renowned
architect Vincent Esch in
the Indo-Saracenic style.
Built using stone masonry
and lime mortar, with an
elevated granite plinth to
protect against flooding

The campus, spread over 16
acres, houses classrooms,
seminar halls, galleries,
offices, and a historic
library, much of which
retains original century-old
furniture.

Government City College
continues to be a Grade
Il heritage structure and
a significant centre of
learning, having produced
generations of scholars,
administrators, cultural
figures, and professionals.
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The campus layout follows a clear, hierarchical organization,
with academic blocks arranged around internal courtyards and
semi-open spaces that act as lungs for light, ventilation, and
social interaction. These courtyards also function as informal
gathering areas for students, reinforcing the college’s role as a
community-oriented educational space.



Internally, the building houses
spacious classrooms, lecture
halls, laboratories, offices,
library and staff rooms,
connected through long,
linear corridors that ensure
easy navigation and visual
continuity.

The corridors are wide
and naturally lit, often
opening onto courtyards
or verandahs, creating
transitional spaces between
indoors and outdoors.
Windows are tall and deeply
recessed, aiding cross-
ventilation.




Reimagining a Historie Site:
Future possibilities
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The adaptive reuse of Government City College reimagines it as
a knowledge anchor for the Old City, preserving its academic
legacy while promoting inclusive, future-ready education. By
integrating higher education with skill development, digital
literacy, and community learning, the campus evolves into a
multi-disciplinary hub supporting students, women, and local
communities through flexible learning spaces and lifelong
education.

Centre for Academic
Exeellence



; Centre for Academic

. Excellence and Vocational
“'. M Training:  Reimagine  the
2] ol College as a multi-disciplinary
learning hub for the Old City,
combining formal education
with skill-based training.
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The heritage campus can host
bridge courses, competitive
exam coaching, digitalliteracy,
language labs, and vocational
programmes in crafts, urban
services, entrepreneurship,
and emerging technologies.

Existing classrooms  and
galleries can support teacher
training, research studios, and
community learning spaces,
while the historic library
evolves into a knowledge
resource centre.

Community Learning &
Outreach: Use galleries and
seminar halls as evening and
weekend learning spaces for
adult education, women’s
skill programmes, language
training, and lifelong learning
initiatives.

* l[deas and Al-generated images are for conceptual
reference only, Partners are encouraged to share
alternate proposals and their vision for the site.
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The Heritage Partner Scheme seeks to form
long-term partnerships to transform historic
structures into active cultural spaces, and
inspire a statewide culture of preservation,
ensuring that our heritage sites are
safeguarded for the next generations.




